125

friends with Maurice and yet going heterosexual. His Insincerity
is obvious is his assertion that "it's character* not passion, that
is the real bond S3> 3 s and with this assumption he says, he likes
Maurice more than any other man he has met. But building this
kiad of friendship for him is batlding a house on sand. When
dive leaves Maurice after a row9 he also leaves 6 darkness withio
for that without* and carries the gloom of the night with him.
Tbev know no compromise as the foggy night without lights OB the
suburban roads. But the dawa eosties for Cllve for he has the
thought of love of women to sustain^ whereas for the betrayed
Maurice it is eternal darkness.

Maurice in his dejection gets solace from his dream. He Is
almost an outlaw in disguise. His edifice of mutual love, built
over three years, collapses. He resents CIivess treachery and
accuses his sister, Ada of being its cause. He is maddened by
incestuous jealousy for Clive and Ada too. His loneliness, agony
and mortification increase his suffering. Clive is prepared to do
anything For Maurice except love him. Maurice's replies to
dive's letters are a tribute to their heroic past while the present
is set all in darkness.

Mr Grace, Maurice's grandfather advises him that he should
be good, kind and brave for * the light within is the glowing
soul, It is a humanistic injunction but Maurice says that such
light as he had, has gone out six weeks ago implying dive's
desertion of him. As it was to Macbeth, to Maurice also
life becomes **a tale told by an idiot full of sound and fury
signifying nothing ** after Cllve's betrayal. There is really no
reason for Mm to go on living^ **...yet he had a dreary feeling he
should, because he had jnot got Death either; she* like Love.
had glanced at him for a mintute, then turned away, and left
him to* play the game**,84 The two usual incentives to virtue-
God aiid lover, he had not. One he has rejected, the othet
rejected him and yet he is not denied the right to humanity.
**Ped neither by He&%en ndt by Earth, he was going forward,
a lamp that would have Mown out, were materialism true ...
but struggles like his are the supreme achievements of humanity
aad surpass aiky legends-about Heaven/* ^s
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